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A Sea of Trade	




the Upsurge of Piracy	
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Reframing Piracy	


!   Moving away from:

!   Piracy as the maritime ripple effect of 
anarchy on land

!   Piracy as Terrorism



Reframing Piracy	


!   Moving Towards:

!   Piracy as a system of protection

!   piracy as linked to economies of 
circulation and exchange in the Western 
Indian Ocean, including Global fisheries



Defining Protection	

!   Protection is a form of RENT SEEKING and 

ARMED ENTREPRENEURSHIP in order to 
prevent disruption to economic activities

!   Applied to Piracy, protection is the 
rationale used for the validation and 
proliferation of acts of piracy

!   Institutionalized in the Somalia context as 
a system of Abbaan



Global Fisheries	

!   The export value of world trade in fish was US$63 billion in 

2003, and is more than the combined value of net exports of 
rice, coffee, sugar and tea 

!   About 200 million livelihoods depend directly or 
indirectly on the fishing industry

!   Global consumption of seafood increased by 21% between 
1992 and 2002. But levels of fish catches in the wild have 
remained roughly stable since the mid-1990s, close to 
90-93 million tonnes annually. The UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization says there is little chance of 
any significant increase beyond these levels.





Somali Fisheries	

The Rise and Fall (and rise?) of Fisheries 

in Somalia
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Bosasso Port	
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Piracy and Fishing	

From Fishing to Coastguards to Pirates





Somaliland Coast 
Guard	


!   4 Boats, 1 operational

!   150 current members
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Bosasso Port 
Regulation	
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